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SUBJECT: EXTRACT BRITISH FCO PRESS CONFERENCE RE PRESS 
ARTICLE ON U-2 ELIGHTS FROM CYPRUS 

REF: JAMES/GARDINER TELCON 28 FEBRUARY 

THE FOLLOWING IS EXTRACT FROM REPORT OF TODAY'S FCO NEWS 
CONFERENCE: NEWS SPOKESMAN WAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON A 
PRESS REPORT THAT AMERICAN U-2 AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN OPERAT- 
ING FROM THE BRITISH SOVEREIGN BASE OF AKROTIRI IN CYP- 
RUS. HE REPLIED (UNATTRIBUTABLY) "SINCE THE CLOSING OF 
NICOSIA AIRPORT LAST JULY A NUMBER OF FOREIGN AIRCRAFT 
INCLUDING SOME AMERICAN PLANES HAD USED THE AKROTIRI BASE 
FROM TIME TO TIME. THERE WERE IN FACT SOME US PERSONNEL 
AT AKROTIRI SO THAT THEY COULD HANDLE ANY US AIRCRAFT 
WHICH MIGHT COME IN. BRITAIN HAD MADE CERTAIN FACILITIES 
IN THE SOVEREIGN BASE AREA AVAILABLE FOR THE US AUTHORI- 
TIES IN THE INTERESTS OF PROGRESS TOWARDS A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION TO THE MIDDLE EAST PROBLEM." 

ASKED IF THAT MEANT THAT U-2 AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN 
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USED, SPOKESMAN SAID HE COULD NOT COMMENT ON WHICH TYPES 
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OF AIRCRAFT THE US AIR FORCE MADE USE. 

A CORRESPONDENT ASKED IF THE CYPRUS GOVERNMENT HAD 
BEEN INFORMED ABOUT THE USE OF THE BASE BY THE US AIR- 
CRAFT. SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT THE BASES WERE BRITISH 
SOVEREIGN TERRITORY. SAID CORRESPONDENTS COULD TAKE IT 
THAT THE CYPRUS AUTHORITIES HAD BEEN INFORMED. 

ASKED IF THE MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES OVER WHICH THE 
US RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS HAD BEEN MADE HAD ALSO BEEN 
INFORMED, SPOKESMAN SAID CORRESPONDENTS COULD TAKE IT 
THAT THE USE OF THE SOVEREIGN BASE AREA HAD BEEN EN- 
DORSED BY INTERESTED GOVERNMENTS. IN REPLYING TO A QUES- 
TION, SPOKESMAN DECLINED TO GIVE ANY DATE WHEN THE US 
FLIGHTS COMMENCED. (END UNATTRIBUTABLE) SPIERS 
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